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Culture and Power in Cultural Studies
[U.K.] John Storey

Abstract: Cultural studies works with an inclusive definition of culture, in which culture is re-
ferred to as a signifying system, through which meaning is produced. transmitted and consumed.
What interests cultural studies is not the “singular” . “essential” and guaranteed meaning, but the
“social” meanings of a “text”, and how these meanings are appropriated and used in the consump-
tion practices of everyday life. Hegemony works through the circulation of meanings which rein-
force dominance and subordination. Culture is also a contradictory mix of forces. We should think
about culture from its relationship to power.

Key words; culture, power, signifying system, hegemony
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